
Date: September 3, 2025

Congregational Communication

Wednesday, September 3

            6:00pm – Community EMS Game Night!

            6:30pm – Scouts PLC Meeting

Thursday, September 4

            4:30pm – Community Assistance Meal

            6:00pm – Cub Scouts

Friday, September 5

            6:00pm – ROHI Church Bible Study

Saturday, September 6

            10:00am – ROHI Church

Sunday, September 7: The 13th Sunday after Pentecost

            11:00am – Worship Service (Hybrid)

            1:00pm – ROHI Worship Service

Monday, September 8

            7:00pm – Boy Scouts

            7:00pm – Council Meeting

Wednesday, September 10

            5:30pm – Youth Program: Lessons & Legos

Thursday, September 11

            6:00pm – Cub Scouts

Friday, September 12

            6:00pm – ROHI Church Bible Study

Saturday, September 13

            10:00am – ROHI Church Youth Group

Sunday, September 14: The 14th Sunday after Pentecost

            9:30am – Sunday Church School

           11:00am – Worship Service (Hybrid)

          12:00am – Congregation Meeting (see “Other Announcements”)

            1:00pm – ROHI Church Worship Service

Monday, September 15

            7:00pm – Boy Scouts

Thursday, September 18

            4:30pm – Community Assistance Meal

            6:00pm – Cub Scouts


This week we welcome Pastor Evan Houcke 
to lead us in worship.



Youth Corner:

 

Attention Community Families! St. Stephen Church, New Kingstown, will be holding their Fuse 
Meetings on the 3rd Sunday of each month, at 1PM.  A lunch meal is always served.  Feel free to bring a 
side dish to share!  This meeting is for kids of any age, 0-18, and the supportive adult in their life, in 
whatever form that is (parents, grandparents, neighbors, friends, older siblings, extended family, etc.). 
You don't need to attend St. Stephen Church to attend Fuse! Anyone is welcome!  We will have a meal, do 
some activities and learn a lesson.  So come Fuse with us!

________________________________________________________________________________________________


EMS Game Night! The Community is invited to come to a Community Game Night, the 1st Wednesday 
of each month, from 6-8pm. Come choose from a large variety of card and game boards, of all different 
age and challenge levels. Mingle with local EMS personnel (as available), ask questions, play games with 
them or each other, and enjoy some stress-free fun and entertainment! Bring your families, friends, co-
workers, or come stag! This is a free, non-religious, community event. Come as you are, reservations never 
needed!

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Lessons and Legos! 5:30-7:30pm, and occurring the 2nd Wednesday of each month!  Any age is 
invited to come and listen to a short story and then build a Lego creation of their imagination and 
choosing, pertaining to the story theme, to be displayed for the month within the church!  Parents 
welcomed!  Younger kiddos will need adult support.

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Keep up to date on all of our family activities and events!  You never have to be a member of the 
church to participate!  Download the Parent Cue App to your phone, to stay up to date on events, 
announcements, notices, at home Bible scripture suggestions to use, and more!  After adding the 
app, search for St. Stephen Lutheran Church to synch up to us.  Enter your child’s information.  
Bible scriptures and materials offered, will be tailored to your child’s specific age group and 
refresh every Sunday.  Under the Church menu, you will find announcements under the News tab, 
a calendar of events under the Events tab, and contact info under the Ministries tab, if you have 
any questions for Mrs. B.


________________________________________________________________________________________________


Love kids? Can you pass clearances, state and FBI background checks, and safety training? Have free time 
and want to help out with children’s church programing? Contact me for volunteer options! Jenny 
@yfmd@ststephenlc.org

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Last week to sign up for Annual Alive Retreat!!!

ALIVE is the ELCA's annual synod middle-school retreat. This event is for 6th through 8th graders in the 
fall of 2025.  Our annual fall retreat is scheduled for September 26-28, 2025, at Camp 
Nawakwa.  Cost is $50/child.  Congregations from across our synod gather with their adult advisors and 
youth for this traditionally early fall weekend that includes large group gatherings with singing led by our 
ALIVE Alumni Band, theme-centered videos and stories, and games, interspersed with small group 
gatherings, where youth gather with peers and a small group leader, to converse about the theme and its 
impact in their lives of faith.

This year’s theme, ‘Better Together,’ comes from among other impulses, the notion of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s concept of ‘beloved community’ and the premise that EVERY human being has value. There 
is great joy in authentic community, which we strive for at our events, but we are also reminded in 
scripture that we are rooted in our relationship with Christ, or as the Gospel writer John reminds us, 
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‘apart from me (Jesus), you can do nothing.” In the midst of what sociologists are now referring to as a 
‘loneliness epidemic’ how can our gathered community help strengthen us for the work of discipleship? 

Scholarships available for families in need.  Contact Mrs. B at yfmd@ststephenlc.org for details.  We 
believe anyone that wants to attend, should be able to go!!

Register at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/38KC2M2.  Deadline to register:  September 6, 
2025.

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Nawakwa Fall Foliage Day: October 19th 1-6pm. Return to Camp Nawakwa for the afternoon, to 
enjoy fall activities, worship, and have a picnic supper. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet up 
with old friends, relive memories, or introduce new folks to camp. An evening meal is included.  

Enjoy Pumpkin Painting, Crafts, Hayrides, Hiking, and More! An optional worship service is 
offered and I will take kiddos over to play Gaga (weather permitting) as it becomes available to 
us! To register to attend this event, go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MZX2YX. Deadline 
to register is October 12th!

________________________________________________________________________________________________


We will be participating in Trunk-or-Treat again this year to hand out candy and grilled hotdogs 
to the trick-or-treaters in New Kingstown on trick-or-treat night, October 31st! Start planning your 
decorative trunks now! Sign-ups are posted on the Communication Board in the Fellowship 
Hall. Be sure to sign up, so we can reserve a space for you to park in!

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Registry for Secret Santa is open!  Don't let this year be the year that you are left out of the giving spirit!  
Doing good deeds for others in secret, is one of the miracles that God has granted us the ability to 
perform.  The anticipation and excitement will help to bring a smile to both the giver and the recipient 
this season!  

Here’s how it works.  Sign up.  You will be sent the name of someone else that is participating after 
December 1st.  Choose or make a gift for that person (under a $20 value) and wrap it up brightly.  Secretly 
leave the present on their doorstep and leave, mail it to them, or find another safe, but creative way to 
secretly deliver it during the month of December.  It’s that simple! 

Registration closes November 30th! 

For more information and to register, go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MZSFB3D.

___________________________________________________________________________________________


NOTICE OF IMPORTANT CONGREGATION MEETING AFTER WORSHIP 
ON SEPTEMBER 14th – The Articles of Agreement for a Non-Parish shared 
pastoral call with St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church of Enola and St. 
Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church of New Kingstown have been approved 
by both church councils and synod, and now need to be approved by two 
thirds of the congregations. We will vote on this agreement on September 14th 
after worship service.

 

Copies of this agreement, available for you to take for review, are located at 
the welcome center.

At this same meeting, we will also vote on nullifying the previous agreement 
with Mt. Zion Church of Churchtown, as they have decided to not be in 
agreement with us as of June this year.  
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ADULT SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL – Resumes September 14th at 9:30am!

 

COMMUNITY AID – Starting your fall cleaning early? Remember to use St. Stephen’s 
partner number, 10334, when donating items to Community Aid. Labels are also 
available for your convenience; please contact the office.

 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ENOLA – Trunk-or-Treat is October 18th from 
5:30-7:00pm.

 

OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH, HARRISBURG – GermanFest: Saturday, 
September 6th from 11:00am-3:00pm at Our Saviour Lutheran Church: 420 N. Progress 
Ave. For more details (including the menu and pricing) please refer to the flier on the 
Communication Board in Fellowship Hall, or contact the office for a copy.

 

WEDDING INVITATION – Melanie and Jeffrey, who have been attending Sunday 
services recently with us, will be married here on Saturday, October 4th at noon. While 
their reception is limited to a small number of family and friends, Melanie and Jeffrey are 
extending an open invitation to the congregation to join them for the ceremony here at 
St. Stephen as a Thank You to everyone for making them feel welcome.


Sunday Worship Begins at 11:00am:

 

This is hybrid worship, meaning that we worship both in person and online at the same 
time. If you worship online, please introduce yourself to others online and greet other 
folks that you aren’t familiar with.  We also invite those worshipping online to provide 
their own elements of bread and wine/grape juice in order to participate in communion.  

 

Accessing Worship Online

 

You can attend online worship by clicking this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/410597064?
pwd=b3lEa2hnbmtxU2kvYVhxUGN6ZWdoUT09

 

You can also call: 1-929-205-6099.  Once connected, just enter the Meeting ID: 410 
597 064 and the password: 779080. 

 

Or, you can find the direct link on our church webpage: www.ststephenlc.org.  
Scroll halfway down to the link that says, “Join us online.” Click the link and you’ll be 
connected to the Zoom session.
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Worship Assistants:


Prayer Requests:





