
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings 
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of 
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy 
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the 
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day 
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 

Our Mission 

We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 

Prelude   

 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the 
one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We have strayed from your 
paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your 
creation.  Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we 
may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 
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People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you 

are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.  
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn “Fling Wide the Door” Hymn#259  
 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 

 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 

 and praise our God and Lord, 
 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 

2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 
 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 

 for saving us from wrong. 
 

3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 

 that live by their true king's commands. 
 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 
 the humble places where he dwells. 
 He is the rightful Son of bliss 

 who fills our lives and makes us his, 
 creator of the world, 
 our only strength for good. 
 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
 our hearts are open wide in trust. 
 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
 upon our sorrows shine your face, 
 and let your Holy Spirit guide 

 our journey in your grace so wide. 
 We praise your holy name, 
 from age to age the same! 
 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Text reprinted and arrangement used under One License #A735517 
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Wreath Litany 1st Sunday of Advent  “Expectation of Hope” 
 

Candle Lighting:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

“The days are coming, ’declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch 
sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will 
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The 
LORD Our Righteous Savior.’”  
 

Today, we light the candle of expectation and hope. May it remind each and everyone one of 
us of God’s great promise to us. He is our hope, He is our Redeemer, and He is Savior.  
 

*Advent Wreath Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Hymn#257 vs. 1 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 Arrangement used under One License #A735517 

 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

The First Lesson   Isaiah 2:1-5  
 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes 
a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping 
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah, the 2nd chapter. 
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LLMN’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  

3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LLMN, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LLMN from Jerusalem. 
 

4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LLMN! 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 122  
 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the LLMN.” 
 

2Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 

3Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 
 

4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the L789, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the L789.  
 

5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 

6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 

7Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 

8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 

9Because of the house of the | LLMN our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.”  
 

The Second Lesson   Romans 13:11-14  
 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of 
Christ’s coming in the future. 
 

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the 13th chapter. 
 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the 
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day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel Reading   Matthew 24:36-44  
 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep 
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, 
and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Sermon  Rev. Anne-Rose Reeves  
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*Hymn of the Day “Wake, Awake For Night is Flying” Hymn#436 

 

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
 the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
 awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
 and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
 The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
 your lamps with gladness take!" 
 Alleluia!  
 Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
 go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 and all her heart with joy is springing. 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
 Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
 the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
 her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
 Now come, O Blessed One, 
 Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 
 Sing hosanna! 
 Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
 and follow to the banquet hall. 
 

3 Gloria! Let heav'n adore you! 
 Let saints and angels sing before you, 
 with harp and cymbal's clearest tone. 
 Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, 
 lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming, 
 with angel choirs around your throne. 
 No eye has caught the light, 
 no ear the thund'ring might 
 of such glory. 
 There we will go: what joy we'll know! 
 There sweet delight will ever flow. 
 

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Translation used under One License #A735517 

 

*Nicene Creed 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
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We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...God, in Your mercy. C: hear our prayer. 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent 
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in 
your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing 
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect 
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor. 
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land 
of Jesus’ birth.  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort 
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing 
your care.  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in 
transition or conflict.  Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry 
leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who 
now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 

*Offering 

 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
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To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and click on the DONATE button (or the Giving tab for more options.)   
Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org. 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 

 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive these simple 
gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 
need of your healing and justice.  We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet 

connected device at 

https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code   

below: 

Select giving fund(s) and enter amount(s).   

Furnish any additional information in "Gift 

Memo" box on the submit screen. 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org 

and then the amount you want to pay. . Use 

"Add a note" to provide designation (otherwise, 

it will go to the General Fund).   
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heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, Who has come to save you. 

 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood 
of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 
strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. .  Amen. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

 

*Sending Hymn “The King Shall Come” Hymn #260  
 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light triumphant breaks, 
 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

 and life to joy awakes. 
 

2 Not as of old a little child, 
 to bear and fight and die, 
 but crowned with glory like the sun 

 that lights the morning sky. 
 

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn 

 when Christ, victorious, rose 

 and left the lonesome place of death, 
 despite the rage of foes. 
 

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 

 shall dawn upon our race 

 the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
 and we shall see his face. 
 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light and beauty brings. 
 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
 come quickly, King of kings. 
 

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 

Arrangement used under One License #A735517 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace, Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   


