May 25, 2025 ST. STEPHEN
Jhe Oth Sundaq aﬁ Easter Evangelical Lutheran Church

*Congregation is invited to stand as able, responses in bold.
Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service and that

images are being shared with the online participants.

You can receive our weekly email/letter with events and information, ways to grow in faith, opportunities for
service and worship, as well as ways to support the ministry of the congregation by submitting your email
address to office@ststephenic.org or by calling the office at 717-766-2168 and providing your email and/or
your mailing address.

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a
vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power
beyond human imagination.

Announcements

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.
Prelude

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Thanksqiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts
of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to
wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved
servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the
night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power. Baptized
into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us our
very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn

*Apostolic Greeting

“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”

Hymn#377

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Kyrie (Cantor)
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord.



*Canticle of Praise

Refrain
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life.
Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson (Lector) Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the
business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and
baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 16" chapter.

°During the night Paul had a V|S|on there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” "When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

"We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, **and
from there to Philippi, WhICh is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained
in this city for some days. "> On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. " A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatlra and a dealer
in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. >When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and
stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm (Cantor) Psalm 67

'May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
may the light of God'’s face | shine upon us.
2| et your way be known | upon earth,
, your saving health a- | mong all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
“ Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.
®Let the peoples | praise you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.
®The earth has brought | forth its increase;
God, our own | God, has blessed us.
"May God | give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.



The Second Lesson (Lector) Revelation 21:10,22-22:5

John'’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in this new city,
God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.

A reading from the Book of Revelation, the 21% chapter.

' And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God.

22| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. %> And the city has no need of
sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its Iight, and its lamp is the Lamb. ?* The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. ° Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night
there. ® People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. *’ But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

?21Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb %through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. ®Nothing accursed will be
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. > And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or
sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Reading John 5:1-18

Jesus performs a healing miracle on the sabbath. In doing so he both reveals divine creative power and teaches a richer,
deeper meaning for the sabbath as a healing and creative time.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. John, the 5™ chapter. Glory to You O Lord.

! After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

ZNow in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. ®In
these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. ° One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. ® When
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”
"The sick man answered him, “Sir, | have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while | am
making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” ® Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” ° At
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.

Now that day was a sabbath. '° So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for

ou to carry your mat.” "' But he answered them, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.”
2 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” ' Now the man who had been healed did
not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. ™ Later Jesus found him in the temple and
said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” * The man
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. ' Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus,
because he was doing such things on the sabbath. '” But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and | also
am working.” "® For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the
sabbath, but was also calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.



Sermon Rev. Elaine Dent

*Hymn of the Day “Come Down, O Love Divine” Hymn#804

*Nicene Creed

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our Salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

AM: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation between people of different
faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors (specific partners may be named here), that we learn and
grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and encourage communities
developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.



Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect refugees, asylum-seekers,
and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe for both migrants and
residents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or addiction. Support
caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or
struggling. Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service. Soothe loved ones who
mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace among nations, that war
and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ (especially). Gather us, with them, into the
peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name of

Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

*Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

(Please refer to the back of the bulletin for various options to give.)

Anthem

*Doxoloqgy

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen
body in the world.

Amen.



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
(Zoom participants—please prepare your elements for communion.)

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to
age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters
of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your
people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,
your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured
out on all nations.



In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
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*Communion of the Faithful

*Post Communion Blessing

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, light your way with
resurrection dawn, now and always.

Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you
with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn#392

*Sending Hymn “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

We thank our choir members and worship helpers who served today.
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The TN
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Get Your Priorities Straight
Malachi 3:10

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its core, is a rever-
ent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and we are called to love God
and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of God.

The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to provide pastoral
care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus encounters people and their
lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place. Thank you for your generosity.

There are several ways to make your offering:
Go to www.StStephenLC.org and click on the DONATE button (or the Giving tab for more options.)
Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting our office manager, at 717-766- 2168,
Monday through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is:

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet con- Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org and

nected device at https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or then the amount you want to pay. . Use "Add a note"

QR code below: to provide designation (otherwise, it will go to the
General Fund).

Select giving fund(s) and enter amount(s). Furnish
any additional information in "Gift Memo" box on the
submit screen.
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