
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has 
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the 
blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this 
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 

Our Mission 

We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.   
 

Prelude   

 

Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our 
days.  Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.  We have harmed your good creation.  We 
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Turn us in a new 
direction.  Show us the path that leads to life.  Be our refuge and strength on the 
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.  God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service 

and that images are being shared with the online participants.  

October 2, 2022 
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

You can receive our weekly email/letter with events and information, ways to grow in faith,  
opportunities for service and worship, as well as ways to support the ministry of the            
congregation by submitting your email address to office@ststephenlc.org or by calling the  
office at 717-766-2168 and providing your email and/or your mailing address.   
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*Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In” Hymn#532  
 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away— 

 here in this place the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Test printed and music streamed under One License #A735517 

 

*Apostolic Greeting 

The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 
neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Choir Hymn 

 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

The First Lesson   Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  
 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: 
How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? 
God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 

A reading from the prophet Habakkuk, the 1st and 2nd chapters. 
 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 

2O LCDE, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 

 

3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 

4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
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 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 

2Then the LCDE answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 

3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come, it will not delay. 
 

4Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faith. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 37:1-9  
 

 

1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 

2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
 

3Put your trust in the LCDE| and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 

4Take delight | in the L567, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 

5Commit your way to the LCDE; put your trust | in the LCDE, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 

6The L567 will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 

7Be still before the LCDE and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
 

8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 

9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LCDE shall pos- | sess the land.  
 

The Second Lesson   2 Timothy 1:1-14  
 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship 
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to 
exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A reading from St. Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy , the 1st chapter. 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 
Christ Jesus, 
 

2To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when 
I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see 
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you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this 
reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 
hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline. 
 

8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. 
This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I 
know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day 
what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to 
you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 17:5-10 

 

 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties 
of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are 
responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th chapter.  Glory to You O Lord. 
 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ 
and it would obey you. 
 

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather 
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say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 
you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you 
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we 
have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Sermon  Rev. Matthew Best  
 

*Hymn of the Day “Christ, be Our Light” Hymn#715 vs. 1-4 

 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain  
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Text reprinted and music streamed under One License #A735517 

 

*Apostle’s Creed 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...God of Grace C: hear our prayer. 
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the example of 
Christ.  Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace, hear our 
prayer. 
 

For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster;  relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, 
droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all 
things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect 
those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils, 
committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love. God of 
grace, hear our prayer.  
 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died.  Bring us all 
to eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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*Peace 

P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 

*Offering 

 

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 

To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and click on the DONATE button (or the Giving tab for more options.)   
Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org. 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 

 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet 

connected device at 

https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code   

below: 

Select giving fund(s) and enter amount(s).   

Furnish any additional information in "Gift 

Memo" box on the submit screen. 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org 

and then the amount you want to pay. . Use 

"Add a note" to provide designation (otherwise, 

it will go to the General Fund).   
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*The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
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heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

Christ invites you to this table.  

Come, taste and see. 

*Post Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on 
the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

13 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*Blessing 

 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And 

may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. .  Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn “Canticle of the Turning” Hymn #723 

 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain 

 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 

2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 

 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 

 

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 

 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Text reprinted and arrangement used under One License #A735517 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   


